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The next conference call will take place Tuesday, March 6th, 2018, 3:30-4:30 Eastern (2:30-3:30 

Central) 
 

I. Roll 
a. Present:  

i. Fred Kirschenmann 
ii. Brian Baker  

iii. Sarah Brown 
iv. Amanda Crump 
v. Logan Peterman 

vi. Sue Futrell 
vii. Ali Loker 

b. Regrets: 
i. Paul Wolfe 

ii. Grace Gershuny 
iii. Ben Bowell 
iv. Tom Green 

 
II. Funding update (Ali Loker)—10 minutes 

a. The working group has been refunded through the NC IPM Center through Feb. 2019! 
i. Thanks to all who wrote letters of support and provided feedback on the proposal 

ii. LOS: Brian Baker, Amanda Crump, Sue Futrell, Fred Kirschenmann, Abby Seaman, 
Paul Wolfe 

iii. Objectives for FY18: 
1. Coordinate monthly Organic and IPM working group conference calls, 

including bimonthly presentations to engage an average of 10 group 
members per call. Maintain an updated website and listserv.  

2. Host an in-person working group meeting in conjunction with the 
International IPM Symposium with a minimum of 12 group members in 
attendance. We will develop a formal agenda for the meeting and will 
publish the meeting proceedings on the working group website.  

3. Continue work on a special edition of Biological Control. Working group 
members will participate in editing, writing and reviewing the edition.  

4. Conduct a survey of farmers and agricultural professionals, interview 
cooperating respondents to identify the barriers to adoption of bio-
intensive IPM and the transition to organic.  

1. Option to pursue additional funding to accelerate progress on this 
objective. Brian suggests Organic Transitions grant. Ali to follow up 
with Tom.  

iv. Reviewer feedback—lack of representation from land-grant universities. Group 
input on suggested member outreach, volunteers to help with recruitment? 

1. Brian has opposite perception. Maybe Southern region representation 
would be better focus for recruitment efforts? Group to discuss at in-person 
meeting. 
 

III. Position paper (Ali Loker, Brian Baker, other members of draft group)—10 minutes 
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a. Published to working group website, shared spreadsheet of distribution outlets 
i. Group members requested to add distribution outlets 

b. Ali to write and share introductory cover letter to introduce background/context of paper, 
invite feedback—first with draft group, then large group 

c. Response to position paper will guide the creation of the regenerative ag fact sheet 
d. Update on opportunity for Western IPM Center guest article—targeted publication in March 

(or mid-April) 
i. Brian talked to Steve Elliot and Amanda Crump about this 2/5 

ii. Would like to have 800 word article, sent to audience of 1700/1800 practitioners, 
these thoughts may be relatively new, will be good to get the message to this 
audience 

iii. Southern IPM Center may pick it up, Amanda to bring up on Centers call Monday  
e. Considerations: increased interest in regenerative ag (e.g., Patagonia) may generate focus 

on money vs. principles 
f. 2018 Farm Bill—important that we have something that can be used to mark out where we 

see things going in the future, vs. defensiveness 
g. Members have found it to be concise, very useful in introducing concepts to new audiences 

and inviting them to the conversation 
IV. Special issue of Biological Control (Brian Baker, Tom Green, Sue Futrell, Ali Loker)—15 minutes 

a. Article organizers identified, author outreach has begun 
i. Brian has received lukewarm response, many people like the idea but are too busy 

1. Heavy lift to author, Sue has had a few positive responses from folks in an 
academic setting (expectation/incentive to publish)—going to take a strong 
level of motivation to get this published 

ii. Comment on terminology “biological control”—implies domination/control of 
nature. Option to include note at beginning of special issue—awareness that 
classical bio control is being superseded by more ecological approaches  

1. Recommends Journey of the Universe (2011) 
b. Aim to have list of finalized authors by end of March 
c. Next step to have author call, answer questions, provide process and timeline for article 

drafting, review and submission 
i. Ways for non-authors to be involved—peer review process, others? 

1. Logan Peterman volunteered to review 
V. In-person meeting at IPM Symposium (Ali Loker)—15 minutes 

a. Our meeting is scheduled for Thursday, March 22nd from 1:00-3:00 PM. In conjunction with 
IPM Symposium (3/20-22) in Baltimore, MD.  

b. Brief brainstorm of objectives/format for meeting 
i. 2015 IPM Symposium in-person meeting had better attendance, opportunity for a 

different conversation, exchanging ideas and getting to know each other better, 
what we can do with writing to move our thinking out further 

1. Regenerative ag piece could be focus of meeting, many members have not 
been participating in calls (the ideas might be new), good opportunity to get 
some reaction/buy-in 

2. Could discuss perceived unwillingness to support policy work (e.g., from 
Centers, others), what arena is most appropriate for the group to be 
working in?  

3. Discussing possibilities for upcoming year 
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4. Other topic brainstorm:   
1. Check in about our mission 
2. Member recruitment possibilities 
3. Who is contributing in the group vs. not? 

1. Are there ways to engage those who are not joining the 
calls 

4. Funding and budget issues—strategic conversation  
c. Ali has developed a group member survey to be completed ahead of time to help 

guide/influence conversation—way to participate, influence conversations at the meeting 
i. Help answer some of the above questions  

ii. Request completion by March 1st 
d. Remote participation will be offered 
e. RSVP to Ali with funding requests by February 16th 

VI. Brainstorm speakers/topics for presentations on calls this year (group)—10 minutes 
a. Group of CA universities, women’s studies depts. tackling soil health 

i. https://www.soilcarenetwork.com/members  
b. Ricardo Salvador (Union of Concerned Scientists)—creative thinker about sustainable 

agriculture 
c. How are the shifting growing zones impacting pest mgmt. across N. Am.? 

i. Are we seeing pests mobilize in a similar fashion because of climate change?  
d. Emerging question in health care professionals—relationship between soil health and 

human health 
i. Daphne Miller—in her own practice, diet’s effect Farmacology (suggestion 

seconded) 
ii. Maya Shetreat-Klein—children’s clinic in NYC, The Dirt Cure 

e. What is the relative toxicity of organic pesticides and equivalent synthetic pesticides? 
Question often raised by organic critics. Contribution of OG pesticides to environmental 
toxicity. 

i. Chuck Benbrook paper partially addresses this. Journal of Sustainability—Brian to 
forward article to Logan 

ii. Only one OG pesticide that has demonstrated effects on environmental toxicity. 
Brian to ask around to see if anyone might be able to speak on this 

f. International context, agroecology in the developing context 
g. Operational work to classify on-farm practices by suite of IPM practices (outside of organic 

certified) 
h. Group members requested to send additional suggestions to Ali 
 

 
The next conference call will take place Tuesday, March 6th, 2018, 3:30-4:30 Eastern (2:30-3:30 

Central) 
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