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Organic and IPM Working Group Meeting  

At the 8
th

 International IPM Symposium, Salt Lake City  

 

Current Objectives of the Working Group for FY 2015 

 Recruit New Working Group Members 

 Create a Ranked List of Priorities 

 Develop Collaborative Projects  

 Monthly Conference Calls, Listserv, and Website 

 Complete, publish and distribute a collaborative white paper 

 Conduct a joint presentation/facilitated discussion at 2015 IPM Symposium 

 Host an in-person Working Group meeting preceding 2015 IPM Symposium 

 Evaluate potential for new IPM and Organic conference 

Organic and IPM White Paper Summary  

Contributors to this paper share a common vision of a world where we work together to 

improve farm viability, public health and the shared environment by collaboration on our joint 

priorities. Together we can advance knowledge, science and technology; communicate with one 

another our successes and failures; combine efforts through mutual understanding of plans and 

projects, and effectively evaluate and report needs and progress to farmers, practitioners, 

consumers, taxpayers, researchers, educators, policymakers, and regulators. In addition to pest 

management, by working together and with others, we can also more effectively contribute to 

improving outcomes associated with use of energy, irrigation, and nutrients for livestock, crops 

and other plants, including soil health, and air and water quality, which are inextricably tied to 

plant, animal and environmental health. 

 

After a brief introduction, section two will draw a more thorough picture of the 

challenges we face. Section three focuses on definitions, standards history, benefits of and 

limitations to organic and IPM as solutions. Section four discusses organic and IPM in the 

marketplace. Section five explores specific production challenges and strategies to overcome 

them. Finally, section six presents common priorities for research, education, management and 

policy, along with recommendations for pursuing those priorities most effectively. 

 

New Priorities for Research, Education and Outreach that Mutually Benefit Organic and IPM 

Developed by working group members November, 2014  

 

General 

1. Strengthen the knowledge, “toolbox,” or audience base for IPM and organic agriculture.   

Research 

2. Identify effective least-risk products, practices and tools to manage pests in organic and 

IPM systems. 

3. Pilot management systems for new and emerging pests compatible with organic and IPM 

systems, e.g. spotted wing drosophila, brown marmorated stinkbug, weeds, fire blight, 

citrus greening. 

4. Investigate claims of pest management via nutrient and micronutrient management, e.g. 

http://www.advancingecoag.com/ , http://bionutrient.org . http://remineralize.org  

http://www.advancingecoag.com/
http://bionutrient.org/
http://remineralize.org/
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Communications 

5. Develop an online resource center for organic/IPM educational materials for 

recommended agronomic practices, especially those with potential for broader adoption 

in organic and IPM systems (e.g. roller/crimpers for cover crop management). 

6. Identify and recruit additional Working Group members to expand reach, expertise and 

scope of group. 

7. Develop educational materials for adoption of organic and IPM practices in advanced 

production systems, e.g. urban and rooftop gardens, hydroponic and greenhouse 

operations.  

8. Develop educational materials targeted for new audiences, e.g. late-adopter farmers, 

beginning farmers.  

9. Develop educational materials with new delivery systems, e.g. mobile responsive 

websites and tools, videos, blogs, e-Newsletters. 

Management 

10. Identify promising organic and IPM tools, products and practices currently in the 

research pipeline to manage pests. 

11. Track and report support for organic and advanced IPM projects. 

12. Identify and promote best practices for pollinator conservation in organic and IPM 

systems. 

Policy 

13. Advocate for funds to be allocated for projects that support organic and IPM research. 

14. Work with NRCS to develop pest management recommendations and standards 

compatible with organic and IPM systems.  

15. Complete and distribute a collaborative white paper outlining group members’ shared 

vision, perspectives, and recommendations (in progress). 

 

Top 5 Priorities From Survey of Working Group Members  

- Participants chose their top five top 5 priorities to be addressed by the Working Group. 

- Responses were collected from January through March of 2015. 

- We received results from 31 out of 50 group members for an over 60% response rate. 

 

1. Research: Identify effective least-risk products, practices and tools to manage pests in 

organic and IPM systems. 

2. Communications: Develop an online resource center for organic/IPM educational 

materials for recommended agronomic practices, especially those with potential for 

broader adoption in organic and IPM systems (e.g. Roller/crimpers for cover crop 

management). 

3. Research: Pilot management systems for new and emerging pests compatible with 

organic and IPM systems, e.g. spotted wing drosophila, brown marmorated stinkbug, 

weeds, fire blight, citrus greening. 

4. Policy: Advocate for funds to be allocated for projects that support both organic and IPM 

research. 

5. Management: Identify promising organic and IPM tools, products and practices currently 

in the research pipeline to manage pests. 


