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The next conference call will take place Tuesday, Jan 5th, 2016 at 2:30 Central (3:30 Eastern). 
 

1. Roll (5 Minutes) 
a. Present 

i. Jean Haley 
ii. Abby Seaman 

iii. Jaime Piñero 
iv. Brian Baker  
v. Ken Martin 

vi. Cliff Ohmart 
vii. Lynnae Jess 

viii. Fred Kirschenmann 
ix. Steve Young  
x. Alec McErlich 

xi. Paul Wolfe 
xii. Tom Green 

b. Regrets 
i. Sue Futrell  

ii. Bill Stoneman  
iii. Grace Gershuny  
iv. Mike Zeiss  
v. Matt Grieshop  

vi. Eric Ritchie 
 

2. Update on Distribution of White Paper – Natalie Kaner (40 minutes) 

 Distributed Nov 9th  
Distribution outlets:  

 Paper and/or press release was sent to at least 37 different outlets/people 

o NY Times, LA Times, NPR’s the salt, Food and Environment Reporting 

Network (FERN), Civil Eats, Washington Post 

o Paul Wolf sent it to Betsy Rakola, the USDA Organic Policy Advisor  

 Press release published and distributed by at least 26 outlets  

o NSAC Blog & member groups, USDA IPM News Listserv, SARE’s SANET 

listserv, ICROFS News page, OIPM WG website 

o NCIPMC “The Connection” newsletter, NEIPMC website, SIPMC IPM in The 

South listserv & twitter.  

o NYS IPM Program Facebook and twitter 

o FERN--Ag Insider newsletter 

o IPM Institute website and twitter 

o Rodale Institute twitter  

o Any others? 

 Brian Baker: Technology Innovation platform of IFOAM, sent to 

European outlets and E-outlets  

 ICROFS Denmark  
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 Organic E-prints imported it into their database—cross 

archived 

 Alec McErlich—Washington Sustainable Food and Farming Network 

Types of outlets: 

 Websites the most popular outlet (ex. IPM Institute website, Org IPM WG Website, 

NE IPMC).  

 Multiple listservs (ex. SANET) and twitter accounts (Rodale institute, NYS IPM 

Center) 

 Blogs (ex. NSAC blog, Gold Ridge Conservation District Blog) and Newsletters (ex. 

NCIPMC “The Connection” newsletter)  

 Smaller percentages went to Facebook or “other” 

o “Other”: instances where the paper was sent to and acknowledged by key 

individuals, for example Betsy Rakola 

 Jean Haley: Categories in this chart mutually exclusive? 

 Natalie Kaner: No, best to think of it as a rough breakdown. Some outlets can 

overlap two categories, but I put them in the best fit category.  

Working Group Website Views: 

 673 overall website views since the 9th from 312 distinct visitors. People looked at 

other pages on the website as well (meeting notes, members, about section, etc.) 

o One person expressed interest in joining the group  

 Press release post on the site: viewed 145 times 

 Documents and publications page (houses the white paper PDF) viewed 312 times 

 177 clicks on the white paper PDF link  

o Of note, this number may be a bit higher. WordPress cannot track external 

clicks to the PDF, only those clicks that originate from the WG website itself. 

There may be a few stray views out there that I wasn’t able to track for this 

reason. My apologies!  

Working Group Website Views by Country: 

 Majority of views from US (638) 

 20 different countries viewed the website (Denmark was the most popular outside 

of the US, along with Puerto Rico) 

 Yellow shading on map are countries that had at least 1 view  

Business Wire: 

 Used Business Wire to widely distribute the press release. It’s a company that 

disseminates full-text press releases worldwide to news media, information web 

sites, bloggers, social networks and more.  

 To target major news outlets we sent the release to the NE distribution list 

o 12 states including NY and DC metro 

 Also sent it to applicable trades and industry circuits 

o Environment, Natural Resources (Agriculture and other), Retail: Food/Bev, 

and Science (Research and Other) 

Business Wire Stats: 
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 2809 total views of our press release! 

o 1,174 (42%) were on the first day, over 400 (14%) views the second day  

o Still getting a couple views a day 

 Link to the paper PDF in the press release was clicked 32 times, the press release 

itself was shared 3 times. 

 People from 45 different countries viewed the release. US had most views, also a 

significant amount from France and Canada.  

Business Wire Views by State: 

 California had the most with 304, and Virginia second with 248.  

 The states in the Northeast that are difficult to see on map: 199-DE, 13-NJ, 20-MA 

Business Wire Social Media Tracking: 

 71 social mentions in the first week, vast majority from twitter  

o Rodale Institute, Ent. Soc. of America, SIPM Center, EIN Organic Food, NYS 

IPM Program, IPM Institute twitter, etc. Some individuals shared the press 

release on their personal twitter accounts.  

 Social media message spread to over 13,000 people via re-tweets and shares. 

Overall, the release had the potential to reach 65,465 people via social media.  

 Tweet with the most reach (i.e. had the largest follower base and reached the most 

people) was the Rodale Institute Tweet. 

 Tweet that was spread the most often, i.e. that was re-tweeted and shared, was 

from IPM Institute. 

 The most popular tweet, i.e. had the most direct likes, was from Cliff Ohmart’s 

twitter.  

Comments or Feedback? 

 Any feedback of comments on the paper since it was released? Anything you would 

like to share? 

 Brian Baker: Brian Leahy of the CA Dept of Pesticide Regulation had good things to 

say 

 Tom Green: Did we put an email address in the press release that people can use to 

contact us? 

 Natalie Kaner: Yes, contact info for you and Brian was provided with all the press 

releases. 

 Tom Green: We could add it the front matter on the white paper—corresponding 

author addresses. 

 Paul Wolfe: 136 hits on NSAC blog about the white paper  

 Ken Martin: Mat Ngouajio & Megan O’Reilly forwarded it on to the Organic NIFA 

listserv.  

 Fred Kirschenmann: I am most interested in the comments and suggestions that we 

get from readers. Is there a way to encourage that feedback? Maybe follow up with 

readers? Use social media? 

 Tom Green: Is there an option for people to enter comments on the website that 

are specific to the white paper? Could feed that by asking some of the people who 

mailto:nkaner@ipminstitute.org


Organic and IPM Working Group Meeting Minutes 
Tuesday, December 1st, 2015, 3:30-4:30 Eastern (2:30-3:30 Central) 
Send corrections, questions, suggestions to nkaner@ipminstitute.org 
 

have commented on the post to share their comments on that page and people can 

spread the word. 

 Fred Kirschenmann: Getting this kind of feedback would be most helpful. If people 

read it and have an idea for how to add to it or identify any problem areas, that is all 

useful info.  

 Jean Haley: Could create a short little e-feedback form that has a couple of 

questions (2-3) and have the link on the website. Could send that out to all the 

twitter sphere, Facebook and outlets that we can via email with the link and ask 

people to forward it and fill it out. Won’t be able to track response rates, but the 

info is what we want. That may provide a more systematic collection.  

o Closed ended questions could include: How useful was the info, how 

pertinent is it? What is your reaction?  

o Could do open questions as well. 

o Natalie and Jean will work on developing a way to systematically collect 

feedback.  

USDA Organic Working Group Webinar 

 Paul Wolfe sent the paper to Betsy Rakola, the USDA’s Organic Policy Advisor  

 She invited the Tom Sue and Brian (and other authors) to present on the paper and 

its recommendations to the USDA Organic Working Group via a webinar on 

December 17th.  

 The USDA Organic Working Group is an inter-agency team that meets & shares 

information on topics related to organic agriculture. Their goal is increasing the 

number of certified organic operations here in the US. There are over 100 people on 

their internal listserv, and they get 25-30 people for their regular meetings.  

 Now we need to determine our plan for developing and giving a presentation.  

 Brian, Sue and Tom are all going to attend the webinar and we need to figure out if 

only one of them will do the presentation or if they will tag team it.  

o Brian Baker: Will get boring and tedious to have one person do all the 

talking. Let’s talk about this offline, anyone can join that convo if they want 

o Fred Kirschenmann: David Montgomery and Ann Bikle “The Hidden Half of 

Nature: The Microbial Roots of Life and Health” came out with a book 

recently that is very comprehensive and looks at the microbiome of nature. 

I think that is the unifying factor that brings IPM and organic together. While 

they don’t say that specifically, the implication is there. Think this could be 

an interesting topic.  

o Tom Green: Let’s schedule a call to prepare for that webinar. Suggest 

Natalie does part of the presentation, and bring her thoughts on what we 

should cover.  

o Natalie Kaner: I will send out a doodle poll to schedule a call time. Invite just 

the authors? Extend it to all working group? 

o Paul Wolfe: I think confining it to the authors to set a date and if anyone 

else wants to come once it is set they can. I’m happy to be a part of this 

meeting and can shed more light one USDA working group and Betsy’s role. 
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Betsy is the point person on organics at USDA. The lead policy advisor on 

organics.  

3. Project Updates—Natalie Kaner (10 minutes) 
a. NCIPMC Grant application submitted on the 20th 

 Big thanks to Fred Kirschenmann, Lyn Garling, Matt Grieshop, Logan Peterman, 
Sue Futrell and Steve Young for writing LOS! 

 Will keep you posted once we hear back 
b. Working Group Survey of Intergroup Relationships and Knowledge  

 I had developed a working group survey but you can disregard that because 
Jean Haley, the evaluation specialist at the NC IPMC is conducting a survey of 
all of the working groups which will cover all the same topics 

 Jean Haley: This survey will help measure how you interact with each other. 
Helps us track what kinds of activities you are doing and interrelationships and 
the strengths of those ties. We will ask you to name people that you 
communicate with inside and outside the working group on Org and IPM 
topics. Will develop a network map obtain quantitative data.  

o Plan to conduct this survey annually and track changes over time.  

 Jean Haley: Survey will be going out very soon. Expect an email from Lynnae 
Jess, co-director and is the liaison for all the NC IPMC working groups. After 
initial announcement from Lynnae, will get the invite online to take survey.  

 Will take more or less time depending the number of working groups. Tried to 
keep it as short as possible.  

 Natalie Kaner: When to expect it in inboxes?  
o Jean Haley: This week—Friday.  

 Jean Haley: Each group will get an individualized report. All personal info is 
confidential. 

c. IR-4 Letter 

 In review. Tom is going to edit the latest version this week and will send it to 
Brian. Once it goes through final editing we will send it back to Jerry and 
determine who else to send it to.  

d. Org IPM Fact Sheet: 

 Very close to being finalized! Updated graphic design looks wonderful. 

 I will send out the latest version all with the meeting minutes. Feel free to take a 
look to see if there are any final edits or typos you catch.  

 Once finalized I will send that out to you and post it on the WG website  

 Jaime Piñero: Any comments please sent to him ASAP 
 

4. Brown Marmorated Stink Bug Stakeholder Meeting—Tom Green (10 minutes)  
a. Tom Green: Sue Futrell and I are at a BMSB meeting, it is a specialty crop research 

initiative.  

 BMSB was introduced into the Atlantic region in the 90s and became a huge 
pest in apples--millions of $ in crop loss.  

 Slowly spreading out since then and becoming a structural pest, found in 
houses overwintering. Then becomes an ag. pest as well.  
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 Is found in the mid-Atlantic stretching to NY and CT, and west to Ohio and MI. 
Just finding it in WI. On the west coast as well.  

 Feeds on lots of different plants, needs multiple plants to complete 
development.  

o Crops at risk are well known now—www.stopbmsb.org out of Cornell 
is a good source of information.  

o For example, beans are one of their favorite crops but also show low 
damage from feeding, whereas they will feed on peaches and can 
cause damage that isn’t evident until after harvest.  

 Parasitism is generally low because it is introduced pest. Right now highest 
levels of parasitism range from 50-60% in ornamentals. In most crops, it is 
generally 5-10% range.  

 There is a generalist pathogen that can be used as a control but it has low 
efficacy.  

 For org growers insecticides limited, but kaolin is showing encouraging results 

 Attractant kill strategy has been effective using trap crops or bait trees in 
orchards with a toxin to kill stink bugs on those bait trees. Strong edge effect.  

 Typically start feeding in woody areas on tree buds after they overwinter as 
adults. Then seek other hosts in to supplement diet leading them to crop 
fields from woody borders.  

 Border treatments and netting to intersect them seems to have some 
promise. Also, alternate middle sprays and perimeter row sprays show some 
effectiveness.  

 
5. Action Items 

a. Natalie and Jean will work on developing a way to systematically collect feedback on the 

white paper.  

b. Natalie Kaner will send out a doodle poll to white paper authors to schedule a planning 

call for the USDA Organic Webinar presentation on Dec 17th. 

c. Working group members will complete the NCIPMC Working Group Survey when it is 

sent out on Friday or early next week 

d. Working group members can conduct a final review of the Org IPM fact sheet and send 

any edits to Jaime Piñero or Natalie Kaner ASAP.  

 
The next conference call will take place Tuesday, Jan 5th, 2016 at 2:30 Central (3:30 Eastern). 
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