
Organic and IPM Working Group Meeting Minutes  

Tuesday, April 7, 2015 3:30-4:30 PM ET (2:30:00-3:30 CT)  

Send corrections, questions, suggestions to abower@ipminstitute.org 

 

1. Roll (5 minutes – Alisha)  

a. Kathleen Delate (new member!) – Organic specialist at Iowa state university, 

studied biocontrol at UC Berkeley always interested in working in IPM and 

organic  

b. Eric Ritchie  

c. David Granatstein  

d. Ken Martin  

e. Jeff Moyer  

f. Jaime Pinero  

g. Grace Gershuny  

h. Tim Johnson (new member!) – Trained as an entomologist, worked in 

biopesticide development for last 30 years. Product development manager for the 

Eastern U.S. Iowa State grad!!  

i. Abby Seaman  

j. Yifen Liu  

k. Sue Futrell  

l. Brian Baker 

2. Presentation on Working from an IPM Background with Organic Producers (25 minutes - 

Abby Seaman) 

a. Early in Abby’s career she volunteered for NOFA NY certification program pre-

NOP and was an inspector for a short time. She works at Cornell now at NYS 

IPM Program.  Cornell Cooperative Extension organizes issue oriented Extension 

programming through “Program Work Teams” and one is a group of organic 

growers, mostly fruit and veggie who have met regularly with extension and 

faculty at Cornell to build relationships and learn more about what everyone else 

is doing. The process of developing organic guides was instigated by Sarah 

Johntson, who was Executive Director of NOFA NY and is now the Organic 

Specialist at the NYS Department of Agriculture and Markets. One of the things 

she was doing was looking for opportunities for organic farmers to access better 

and bigger markets. She wanted to provide resources for local New York farmers 

to show them how they could transition and access markets when Hain Celestial 

Group food processor was looking to source raw product in-state. Now there are 8 

vegetable guides, 4 fruit guides, 1 Dairy and livestock guide, and one storage 

guide.  

b. Jaime: Finds the guides very helpful and goes to look them up every year, but 

there was no update for 2014 because of a funding cut  

c. Abby: Yes, that is correct, but more funding from SARE for 2015-2016 so a new 

full update will be coming next year! The guides are structured after conventional 

vegetable guides to include IPM cultural practice information and other non-

pesticide pest management options. Stripped out the info that wasn’t allowed in 

organic and put in management techniques that were applicable. Beef up the 

cultural practice information as much as possible! Groups of extension staff and 
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faculty just sat down and brainstormed best practices that they would recommend 

for organic farmers.  

d. Kathleen: Very impressed with the co-authors. Did they get paid anything?  

e. Abby: No. It was all good will. But we were able to hire writers to capture the 

content provided by extension, growers, and faculty. To the extent that was 

possible, they had farmers review the documents. The guides were mostly aimed 

at processing vegetable production rather than fresh-market vegetable producers, 

though they would be useful for that crowd as well. It took 2 years to get the 

initial drafts together, and they’ve been updated every year since then. The big 

question for faculty, field staff, and organic farmers is: if we get to the point 

where we need to use a product, which products can we use? The guides fill in the 

gaps of information not provided by the labels that can be very vague.   

f. David: Have you had economists try to do budgets parallel to these?  

g. Abby: No, because academic economists don’t think that something that is 

interesting and/or “cost of production” work doesn’t get someone tenure, but it 

would be really interesting to see those numbers.   

h. Brian: Applied economists are a dying breed at Cornell 

i. David: They have some in Washington. 

j. Abby:  Another IPM resource for organic growers is a Resource Guide for insect 

and disease management led by Eric Sideman. Abby had a role in revising the 

most recent edition of that. It is a free resource that can be downloaded as a pdf, 

with a section of fact sheets on active ingredients that can be used in organic. 

Background of information on the material itself, a section going over efficacy 

trials of active ingredients to indicate what pests they were shown to be effective 

against, and chapters on different vegetable crops outlining pests and management 

strategies for them. A lot of the efficacy information in the NYS Organic guides is 

from that resource guide.  

k. Sue: Is OMRI the only source of information for what’s organic acceptable?  

l. Abby: Yes, though she recognizes this is not ideal it is what they had to do in 

order to keep it manageable.  

m. Brian: A number of manufacturers who go through WSDA instead of OMRI 

n. David: But focus of WSDA are specific for the region or state so you see lots of 

apples or tree fruit go through there, not OMRI.  

o. Brian: Also, WSDA can’t list anything that’s not legal in WA state  

p. Abby: It’s been a difficult tasks to help organic growers find the pesticides that 

they need. There are some persistent pests that we don’t have good cultural 

practices or other organic practices yet. Pests that are particularly difficult in this 

regard are: striped cucumber beetle, squash vine borer, late blight, squash bug, 

cucurbit downy and powdery mildews, and swede midge. Abby has a 2 acre field 

that she manages as organic since 2008, though her budget doesn’t cover official 

certification. She’s (with Chris Smart, Holly Lange, and Tony Shelton) doing 

efficacy trials on these pests on that land. We’ve found that Bt aizaiwi and Entrust  

are effective against squash vine borer. Swede midge can cause blind heads in 

broccoli, but weekly applications of Surround are effective for controlling these 

until head formation. Another project Abby has worked on in the past is how to 

use tiny parasitic wasp (Trichogramma ostriniae) to control European corn borer 
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in sweet corn. It generally works well but it wasn’t as reliable as practices 

conventional farmers use for sweet corn. So, it’s really more applicable for 

organic sweet corn grower.  

q. Grace: Does Trichogramma attack corn earworm?  

r. Abby: Nope, unfortunately not. They also provide another resource is on releasing 

parasitic wasps for fly control in dairy. Webinars are available on this topic too.  

s. Kathleen: Where can you purchase the parasitoids for fly control in dairy?  

t. Abby: There are a couple of different insectaries in the NE. IPM Laboratories in 

upstate New York is one that uses a locally adapted strain. There are also some in 

California. Some last resources that she wanted to mention are an app for 

greenhouse scouting and releasing parasitoids and predators for pest management 

called Pocket IPM Greenhouse Scout Mobile App; the Network for 

Environmental and Weather Applications (NEWA) for insect and disease 

forecasts; and the Sweet Corn Pheromone Trap Network Report which has lots of 

information on installation and use of pheromone traps for scouting in sweet corn. 

Freely available!  

u. Kathleen: Last year corn silks got attacked by something, we think it was cucurbit 

beetles from soy fields.  

v. Abby: It was probably western corn rootworm. But if they attack after pollination 

then it’s not anything more than a cosmetic issue  

w. Sue: Is there overlap with growers who do both IPM and Organic blocks on their 

farms or is it all one group or another?  

x. Abby: More and more transferring some acres into organic and keeping others 

conventional. These are usually high-level IPM practitioners before they 

transition.  

3. White Paper Update (10 minutes – Brian)  

a. Alisha: Tom and Alisha did a careful read of the draft and added in many citations 

to substantiate claims as well as cleaning up the language to more consistent 

throughout the document. Editors changed the author attributions so all authors 

are listed at the top of the document instead of attributing sections individually. 

Then the draft was released to the authors for one last round of revisions which 

closed on April 30.  

b. Brian: We received comments back from 4 or 5 authors. Brian and Tom will send 

out a fully edited and updated version to the full working group for review next 

week some time. Mark Lipson got moved to acknowledgements rather than 

authors because he didn’t feel that he had contributed enough to writing the 

document, though his input was very helpful and he supports the content of the 

paper.  

c. Alisha: We’ll be releasing the white paper to the wider working group for 

comments next week. On the June 2 call we will have time for group members to 

give their feedback on the draft. Brian’s going to give a summary of the intent of 

the white paper for you all to keep in mind as you’re reviewing the draft.  

d. Brian: Intention is to put together a position paper that would go out to an 

audience mainly of policy makers but aimed toward a broad audience. Explains 

common ground in both communities, and how they complement each other and 
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work together. The draft should also function to address audiences of extension 

staff and practitioners.  

4. Ideas for New Projects! (10 minutes – Jaime Pinero) 

a. Jaime introduced his idea of doing a Fact sheet 

i. His personal work experience includes IPM-research in Mexico, 

Massachusetts, Switzerland, Hawaii, and now his current position is with 

Lincoln University in Missouri where he does research, extension, and 

teaches one class on IPM. Farmers were asking him how can you have 

IPM and still be organic? So he wanted to pursue a fact sheet to emphasize 

how IPM can be used in Organic and what products are acceptable for use 

in organic. Following the general idea that only when preventative 

measures have failed can they apply pesticide measures. He envisions the 

fact sheet as one one page, front and back that explains organic materials 

and OMRI and mainly addresses and audience of farmers.   

ii. Sue: Points 1-9 look good. Point 10 refers to what she was saying about 

how OMRI isn’t the only way to determine what is acceptable. List some 

other resources that people can get this information from and encourage 

growers to check with their certifiers.  

iii. Brian: It’s implicit in point 5 but we should make explicit that passing the  

Organic System Plan is a priority 

iv. Jaime: Layout could be done by NC Central IPM Center so that it would 

be a working group document  

v. Sue: It needs a couple of points added for resources for IPM in the same 

way that information is provided on organic resources. Simplest way may 

be to send them to the four Regional IPM Center websites.  

vi. Jaime: Does the Northeastern IPM Center have links to the production 

guide?  

vii. Sue: Yes they do, pretty buried, but they’re there.  

viii. Grace: I can volunteer to work with Jaime on it.  

ix. Jaime: One of his responsibilities at Lincoln is leading research on 

horticulture and organic research and extension. There is a 2-day 

workshop on extension trainers on organic pest management coming up at 

the end of May.  

x. Grace: They should develop a website about the Busby farm so people can 

find information on it more easily! 

xi. Next steps: everyone with thoughts who wants to contribute thoughts 

to the fact sheet, make edits to the talking points document Alisha 

circulated and send them back to Jaime and cc Alisha.  

5. New Member Recruitment Update (10 minutes – Alisha)  

a. More candidates from North Central and Southern region? 

i. People from Carolina Farm Stewardship Association 

1. Brian: Tony Cleese, former director would be a good candidate 

ii. Steve Groff – active grower in Red Tomato Network  

b. What are the next steps?  



i. Alisha will send out a full list and open a comment period. If no 

objections are received she will go ahead and approach listed 

members with invitations to join the working group.  

 

The next conference call will take place Tuesday, June 2, 2015 at 3:30-4:30 pm ET (2:30-

3:30 CT)  

 


