
Organic-IPM Working Group Meeting Minutes 
Tuesday, March 3, 2015 at 3:30 ET  
Send corrections, questions, suggestions to abower@ipminstitute.org  
 

1. Roll (2 minutes)  
a. Steve Young  
b. Yifen Liu  
c. Brian Baker  
d. Abby Seaman  
e. Sarah Brown  
f. Paul Wolfe  
g. Alisha Bower  
h. Tom Green  
i. Grace Gershuny 

2. Introduction of new members (3 minutes) 
a. Yifen Liu – evaluation specialist at the NE IPM Center with an MPH in 

epidemiology. Interested in evaluation from direct contact from study 
participants. Her job is to find optimal solutions to issues using sound evaluation 
techniques. 

b. Sarah Brown – education director at Oregon tilth, joint position with them and 
USDA NRCS. Primary goal of providing organic technical assistance to their staff 
and planners around the country so services meet needs of organic producers. 
Priority area = pest management and IPM, so this group is really relevant for her 
position   

3. Priority ranking survey (5 minutes)  
a. So far 15 responses but only 9 are valid, 6 responses looked like people opened 

the survey and closed it before answering any of the questions. Does the format 
need to be changed to make it more accessible?  

b. Who has completed the survey? Abby, Sarah, Paul, Tom, Yifen, Eric 
c. Who has not?  Steve, Brian, Grace 
d. Everybody needs to do it before the IPM Symposium!! We plan to use the results 

in Brian’s section of the presentation in our session at the IPM Symposium. We 
will also want the results in order to discuss them at the in-person meeting.  

e. Can people do it twice? The survey should let you retake it if you were one of the 
people who opened it and closed it without submitting any responses. The 
survey is purposefully designed for anonymity so it does not track the identities 
of the respondents.    

4. OARS and MOSES Report (15 minutes)  
a. Brian’s Report on OARS  

1. About 100 showed up. Fairly lively set of discussions and a provocative 
keynote address from Chuck Benbrook  

2. Listening session at the end identified 4 key areas for organic research: 
Soil and Plant health, livestock, seeds and breeds, Etcetera/systems – at 
the end of the listening session, focused on how and when these 
research priorities would be carried out but people were pretty burned 
out by that point. It was still pretty productive.  
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3. Will have another Symposium next year  
4. 130 people livestreaming through eOrganic at some point over the two 

days  
5. Are any recordings available on eOrganic? The sessions that were held in 

the ballroom and Chuck’s keynote were recorded to be put online on 
eOrganic for streaming any time, not up yet but should be in the near 
future 

6. Lots of time for breaks and networking, flexibility, hopefully future 
collaboration will come out of it – all in all Brian thought it was a success  

7. Alisha will circulate Brian’s power point that has links to some research 
sites and lists of organic research priorities. Some information on 
European research initiatives  comparing European and American 
policies towards agricultural/environmental research. Europe has far 
more policy to support it though the US has a much higher market share 
of organic that could benefit from organic research.  

b. Steve or Paul?: what are the main issues that are currently being addressed or 
discussed that members of the group should know about??  

1. Tom – chuck’s presentation was the highlight here. He believed that 
organic should be able to make nutritional claims under FDA rules and 
existing research. Organic and organic brands (i.e. Organic Valley) are 
close to hitting 25% above average or below it to claim “low in . . .” or 
“high in . . .” on labels. Chuck claimed that the USDA line on the fact that 
organic doesn’t have any nutritional benefit is outdated and incorrect.  

2. Conflicting information on organic and water quality. Given organic 
requires more tillage does it really improve water quality? Probably 
different for different crops  

5. Update on White Paper Progress and Timeline (10 minutes) 
a. Authors convened for a call on February 24th. Biggest change to the draft at this 

point is Steve and Jeff have reworked their section of the white paper entirely. 
Everyone now working on revising their own sections and getting feedback to 
Steve and Jeff. Hope to convene another call next week, probably March 13. 
Original goal was to have the white paper done by OARS/MOSES, but that didn’t 
happen. The group is now shooting to have a final draft that we feel comfortable 
sharing externally ready by the IPM Symposium so we can present on the 
material there, circulate it among the broader OIPM group by the in-person 
meeting, and possibly hand it off to any external reviewers who we want to bring 
in on the project.  

6. IPM Symposium (15 minutes)  
a. Update from Presenters on their Content & Goals 

1. Update to Symposium Program: now two sessions instead of three. We 
will have two presentations from 3-4 pm and 4:15-5:15 pm (no longer 
doing the 1:45-2:45 slot)  
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2. Mark Lipson had to bow out of his presenter role so Tom and Grace will 
now present in the first session followed by Sue and Brian in the second 
session. The content of the presentations will still follow material from 
the white paper with some history of our working group itself. The 
presentation titles are as follows:  

1. Setting the groundwork: Similarities, differences, and definitions 
for Organic and IPM, and rationale for working together to tackle 
joint priorities, Thomas Green 

2. Market drivers and barriers to Organic adoption, Grace Gershuny 
3. Market drivers and barriers to IPM adoption, Susan Futrell 
4. Organic and IPM priority setting for research, policy and 

education, Brian P. Baker 
3. Grace is relieved that we’re only doing two sessions – looking forward to 

in person meeting  
b. Agenda Setting for In-Person Meeting – What should we discuss?  

1. Details: Wednesday March 25, 2015 12:30-1:30 pm in Salt Lake City, 
Utah, Salt Palace, Room TBD (likely in the same room as our “Synergizing 
Organic and IPM” session later that day) 

2. Twelve members confirmed for attendance  
3. Are we planning another meeting for the whole working group?? Is there 

funding for another in person meeting? – There isn’t funding for that in 
the quantity that we needed, so at this point, no we’re not planning 
another in person meeting.  

4. Brian – Present a summary of the white paper. Intent, process by which it 
was composed, and a summary of the conclusions with the full document 
available at both the working group meeting and in the afternoon 
presentations. Two options based on progress on the white paper: 

1. we have it finalized and talk about dissemination  
2. it wouldn’t be finalized and we would talk about steps to get it to 

that point and dissemination 
5. When will drafts be available for review for people outside the group?? 

We should be clear about who’s seen it by the meeting and who gets to 
see it at the meeting and generally during the Symposium.  

6. Abby – get the paper to the authors and then let the bigger group 
comment on and give feedback on the paper  

7. It may be helpful to have background on what happened previously, sort 
of the history of the Organic and IPM Working Group so we get a better 
idea of where we’ve been to know where we’re headed.  

8. Other questions to discuss: Vision? What do we want to see happen with 
this group of people? Any joint projects on the horizon? Other places that 
might be good to present the white paper?  

9. Abby – A history will be important because of the number of new 
members since the first in person meeting to get them up to speed and 
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maybe get into some trust building exercises or airing of concerns and 
opinions from members  

10. Alisha will get calls together for presenters and for Brian, Sue and Alisha 
before the Symposium  

7. Recruiting New North Central Members (10 minutes)  
a. Alisha circulated a draft recruitment letter intended to invite a selected list of 

Organic and IPM stakeholders in the North Central region into our working group 
based upon grant reviewer feedback that the group should contain more North 
Central members. Do people like the content? How about the list of invitees? 
Who else should be on the list?  

b. Questions about where this list came from directed to Tom 
1. Tom – it was a brainstormed list that Jane & Tom worked up  when going 

through the process of applying to re-up the grant and the list was shared 
with the group. The list was designed specifically to address the grant 
funder concerns  

c. Other than initial invitations to join the group in 2013 all additions have been 
referred by existing group members or by request of the candidate 

d. Brian – Thinks our greatest gap in the southeastern region, shouldn’t we recruit 
more from there? Why does the working group have to be regional? What’s 
wrong with being a national group?  

e. Tom – This is something that we need to address with the IPM Centers, why is it 
assumed that national groups don’t benefit regional agendas?? Why is it such a 
big deal that you only have members from that specific region if the project is 
funded by that region’s center? Why isn’t NIFA funding national projects instead 
of funding four separate centers that don’t have the capabilities to talk to each 
other?  

8. Action Items  
a. Alisha will put together a list of current members and their locations and 

proposed members (including Bill Stoneman and Kathleen Delate) and their 
locations and circulate it to the group for discussion at the next call  

b. Alisha will coordinate calls for  
1. White Paper Authors 
2. IPM Symposium Presenters  
3. Co-Chairs re: Agenda Setting for In-person Meeting  

c. Alisha will update group on timeline for white paper, including disseminating the 
final white paper draft to the group with instructions for providing comments 
depending on how the progress on the white paper goes.  
 

The next meeting will take place Wednesday, March 25, 2015 at 12:30 pm Mountain (2:30 Eastern) in 
Salt Lake City at the 8th International IPM Symposium.  

 


