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The next conference call will take place Tuesday, April 5, 2016, 3:30-4:30 Eastern (2:30-3:30 Central) 
 

1. Roll 

 Present:  
o Logan Peterman 
o Michelle Miller 
o Steve Young 
o Brian Baker 
o Tom Green 
o Alec McErlich 
o Fred Kirschenmann 

 Regrets: 
o Sue Futrell 
o Lynnae Jess 
o Bill Stoneman 
o Eric Ritchie 
o Grace Gershuny 
o Joji Muramoto 
o Jaime Piñero 

 
2. Funding Update – Natalie Kaner 

 The NC IPM Center re-funded the working group for the full amount requested! 

 Reviewer comments: 
o White paper is a very valuable product and effort.  
o Our goals align well with the priorities of the center. 
o Funding is from the NC region so we need to clarify how this group/our work is 

relevant and useful to that region. Should either have more members from the 
NC region, or the products of our work should be particularly beneficial to the 
NC region.  

 Michelle Miller: We can focus on crops that are relevant to the NC 
region. E.g., citrus greening is more relevant to FL and CA but not the NC 
region.  

 Tom Green: Agree. Many field crops have lower adoption of organic 
practices than the specialty crops. Could focus on organic and IPM 
practices for those crops.  

 Fred Kirschenmann: For organic and IPM to be successful, it can’t have a 
uniform monoculture cropping system. In her book, Resilent Agriculture: 
Cultivating Food Systems for a Changing Climate, Laura Lengnick 
interviews US farmers that are recognizing the need to change to a 
more diversified system. Provides examples of different practices being 
suited to different regions.  

o Reviewers thought we should further clarify the problem our working group 
aims to address. How do we know whether there has been an increased alliance 
between organic and IPM communities? 
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 Michelle Miller: Increased presence or discussion of IPM and organic at 
conferences as an indicator. Will there be any discussion of IPM specific 
to organic at the OARS conference?  

 Alec McErlich: Representation of IPM at NOSB and NOP discussions or 
agendas. Difficult to quantify, but could be used as an indicator of 
incorporation of IPM in the organic rule. 

 Could look at at presentation titles at various meetings/conferences and 
see if there is mention of org and IPM.  

 Tom Green: Can track downloads of white paper and journal issue, and 
where the journal is distributed. Should hold our in person meeting in 
the NC region and report attendance. Can work with Peter Werts at IPM 
Institute to get an article in the crops and soils publication on large 
acreage field crops and organic and IPM adoption.  

 Can target conference organizers or boards of directors to encourage 
them to have discussions/presentations on IPM and organic on the 
conference agenda.  

a. Depends on the type of conference. Research drives agenda for 
academic conferences. For conferences where organizers have 
more control over the agenda, perhaps working group members 
can talk/meet with them about the intersection of org and IPM 
and get in on their radar.  

o The group should continue to produce tangible products. Reviewers suggest 
using the group as an incubator for pursuing other grants and spin-off projects, 
and then reporting those outcomes.  

 Michelle Miller: Could develop case studies or interviews with organic 
farmers telling their story of using advanced IPM.  

 Alec McErlich: Is there a solid sense of current IPM adoption on farms? 
Do we have anyone doing a comprehensive survey attempt?  

 Tom Green: No current info. NRCS did a conservation effects 
assessment program and an IPM adoption survey by region 6-8 years 
ago. Reports are not crop-specific.  

a. NC state and Penn state have a grant to do IPM surveys on a 
crop specific basis—iPiPE.  

 We could point out the organic and IPM adoption surveys that have 
happened in the past and the value of those results. Could develop a 
proposal for a more extensive survey.   

 Tom Green: We could arrange a presentation on the iPiPE project on an 
upcoming call. Could discuss incorporating organic producers in that 
system? Could potentially lead to a funding proposal incorporating 
more organic growers in that effort.  

3. Results of USDA Organic Working Group Webinar Survey—Natalie Kaner 

 Tom, Sue, Grace and Brian presented on the white paper to the USDA organic working 
group in December. We asked participants to fill out a feedback form afterwards.   

 Five of ten attendees responded (50% response rate).  One had read the white paper, 
two read the executive summary, and two had not read the paper, but intend to. 

 Respondents reported an increase in awareness on the commonalities and key 
differences between organic and IPM, and areas where organic and IPM communities 
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can collaborate. Overall there was a slight increase in awareness on the challenges to 
adoption of organic and IPM practices.  

 Some positive feedback that people plan to use the information presented in the 
webinar and paper in their work.  

 Two respondents said they plan to increase their collaboration with colleagues who 
work on IPM, two said they already are doing this, and one said “maybe.” 

 Some respondents plan to work on increasing support for interdisciplinary research that 
benefits both organic and advanced IPM systems.  

 Two respondents are already working fund programs that promote sustainable 
practices. Two said they may potentially work to do this.  

 Most respondents do not plan to work to decrease funding for programs that encourage 
unsustainable practices. One attendee commented during the webinar that funding and 
decisions on research priorities are often out of their control.  

 Two respondents said they plan to work to help develop more options that are 
compatible with both organic and advanced IPM systems and one respondent said they 
are already doing this. Another said “maybe”, and another said they do not plan to work 
on this. 

4. Special Issue of Biological Control Journal—Brian Baker  

 We have the opportunity to be guest editors for the journal of Biological Control. Tom 
and I put together an outline and abstract to present to editorial board. Once accepted, 
we will reach out to prospective contributors, including authors of white paper.  

 There were topics we were not able to include in the white paper for varying reasons 
that we can address and expand upon here.  Examples: 

o Whether IPM and organic are collaborators or competitors in the marketplace.  
o How much evidence is there about the benefits of the different approaches? 

Would be identifying opportunities for collaboration, synergy. 

 Tom Green: Suspect reviewers have little sense of the effort that went into the white 
paper. Should track the independent contribution of the journal and report that in the 
grant proposal next time. This journal will give our work a lot of exposure, expand 
communication, and generate a lot of discussion.  

 Brian Baker: Once we get the go ahead we can move forward. The outline we propose is 
subject to revision.  

o Next February as the earliest possible date of completion.  
5. Update on 2017 OARS Conference—Brian Baker  

 Moving forward with organizing 2017 OARS. Will be held before the Southern SAWG 
conference in Lexington, Kentucky (Jan 25 to Jan 26, 2017). 

o Southern region has been underserved. Felt a need to establish more of a 
presence there.  

 Hoping to be in Pennsylvania in 2018 and Pacific NW Organicology in 2019.  

 Interested in inviting participants who see the connection between organic and 
integrated pest management.  

6. Planning an In-Person Meeting – Natalie Kaner 

 Natalie Kaner: NOFA Summer Conference takes place August 12-14th. Would members 
be able to attend an in-person meeting in conjunction with this conference? Are there 
others we should consider? 

o Sustainable Farming Conference in ND, another in MN. Most conferences  in the 
NC region are in Jan and February.  
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o Iowa Organic Farming Conference. 

 Tom Green: Could consider attending a conventional farming conference for field crop 
industry with CCAs, ag retailers, etc. and present about what is happening in organic 
field crops and the market. Could have some producers talk about how they have 
transitioned or how they are doing split production.  

 Would be a way to test the message to bridge with those communities and have more 
impact on a diverse audience. We would need to identify the conference organizers. It’s 
more of a request to the committee on topics and picking presenters.  

 Logan Peterman: Going back to the conversation about how we track whether our WG is 
meeting its goals: We could try to assess awareness or IPM credentials in government 
staff members and cover cropping consortiums and staff. May be a valuable indicator of 
outreach to the farming populous. ARS field ecologists are at events all the time. If they 
are aware of IPM or org approaches, they could help spread that info around. Is there a 
way we can start to catalog and document any increase? 

 Fred Kirschenmann: Collaborating with people who are working in cover crops is very 
important. An increasing number of conventional farmers are starting to incorporate 
cover crops.  

 Alec McErlich: In the Pacific NW, we were able to identify a couple of board members of 
the PNW vegetable association, the largest grower based org for vegetable production.  
Board members drive agenda for annual conferences, and we have now had at least an 
afternoon session focused on organic. Maybe one way to approach this is by engaging 
with specific board members.  

 
7. Action Items: 

a. Natalie will reach out to an iPiPE project representative to see if they would speak on a 
call.  

b. Natalie will research conventional farming conference options in the NC region where 
we could potentially hold an in-person meeting and try to get some Org/IPM focused 
presentations on the agenda.  
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