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The next conference call will take place Tuesday, July 5th, 2016, 3:30-4:30 Eastern (2:30-3:30 Central) 

 
1. Roll 

a. Present 

 Brian Baker 

 Sarah Brown 

 Rex Dufour 

 Grace Gershuny 

 Tom Green 

 Natalie Kaner 

 Fred Kirschenmann 

 Ken Martin 

 Karen McSwain 

 Joji Muramoto 

 Paul Wolfe 

 Steve Young 

 Mike Zeiss 
b. Regrets 

 Sue Futrell 

 Alec McErlich 

 Eric Ritchie 
2. Update on Special Edition of Journal Biological Control—Brian Baker, Tom Green  

a. Goal to publish an open-access issue focused on the synergies of organic and IPM, and 
how they fit into the paradigm of biological control.  

b. Waiting to hear back from Ed Lewis on whether we can get a reduced fee.   
c. $4,000 fee per article. If we publish 16 articles as planned and this fee is not 

waived/reduced, would need to raise $48,000 in publication fees.  
d. No open-access, no deal.  
e. Tom will follow up with Ed.  

3. Submitted Proposal to MOSES—Natalie Kaner  
a. Titled “Organic and IPM in the Market: Overcoming Barriers”, submitted to the 

Education, Government, The Environment and Emerging issues topic group. 
b. Will discuss how adoption of advanced IPM can address some organic production 

challenges, and discuss collaborative strategies to overcome industry-wide barriers. 
c. Grace Gershuny, Fred Kirschenmann and Jeff Moyer volunteered to present. 

i.  Brian Baker and Sue Futrell willing to be additional panelists.  
d. MOSES will making decision on accepted proposals in August. 
e. If anyone else is interested in helping to present, let me know.  

2. Working Group Priority Setting Process—Natalie Kaner 
a. Previously set priorities for the broader organic and IPM communities. Have not looked 

internally at our group’s priorities, which we decided was a worthwhile effort.  
b. Drafted a list of priorities drawing from the white paper, grant proposal, conference call 

discussions and regional IPM center website resources.  
c. Need the group’s feedback on topics missing from this list, modified wording, etc.  
d. The draft list is in no particular order. Once finalized, will conduct a short ranking survey 

via email, allowing members to rank what they consider top priorities.  
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i. Will aggregate responses for an overall ranking to guide the work of the group.  
e. Feedback on the list: 

i. First bullet: Maintaining members. Why the focus on the NC Region?  
1. Received funding from the NC region, want us to have a clear impact in 

that region. Could consider applying for funding from another region, as 
we have in the past (NE region). Takes a lot time and effort. 

ii. Third bullet: circulate information via listserv is critical and is currently low 
hanging fruit.  

iii. Bullets 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 and 8 are all about different mediums to share information, 
as opposed to answering the questions: What are we sharing?  

1. If evaluating the success of the group, would look at what we’ve 
changed in the industry, not how many messages we send out. 

2. Natalie will re-work these to combine where possible under the theme 
of information-sharing. Need to evaluate whether the other priorities 
adequately address the question of “what are we sharing and why?”  

iv. 9th bullet: maintain and expand a network. Forming connections and alliances, 
and facilitating discussions with like-minded professionals and educators is very 
important.  

v. 10th bullet: Work with policy makers split into multiple bullets for each of the 
recs in the white paper.  

f. Next Steps: 
i. Natalie updates list, sends out review instructions to group. 

ii. Group members review and provide feedback on wording changes, additions, 
deletions, etc. and send to Natalie by the 22st of June.  

1. Tom Green, Mike Zeiss, Fred Kirschenmann (?) agreed to review.  
iii. Review updated list on next call, finalize, then move forward with ranking 

priorities via brief survey.  
3. Discussing White Paper Recommendations with NRCS—Tom Green 

a. Lindsay Haines, Organic Program Specialist at NRCS followed up on our presentation to 
USDA Organic Working Group last December. 

i. Plan to have a discussion with them, would be great to have NSAC on that call.  
b. Sarah Brown: NRCS met with stakeholders to talk about organic within the agency, 

different programmatic and technical opportunities and to formalize the engagement 
process with outside stakeholder groups. One of the main points is there should be an 
organic IPM standard.  

c. Karen McSwain: May want to appoint a few people involved in both groups and 
meetings to be a liaison that updates both groups on what work is being done.  

d. Paul Wolfe: Harriet Behar and Greg Fogel from NRCS previously presented on an OIPM 
call on the proposed 595 practice standard revisions. Could potentially do that again or 
have people in the group give updates. Someone from NSAC could do that.  

e. Tom Green: Tracked dollars going to 595 for several years, funds dwindled over time. 
Difficult to get improvements on the IPM side. Would be interesting to share the data 
we collected with the other group and strategize opportunities for progress. 

i. Paul Wolfe can help facilitate that connection.   
f. Tom Green: Anyone interested in participating in that conversation? 

i. Rex Dufour, Karen McSwain, Sarah Brown 
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g. Rex Dufour: 595 updated multiple years ago, became more of a pesticide mitigation 
standard, not a proactive pest management standard. Opportunity to develop IPM 
bundles under the conservation stewardship program, more focused on pest mgmt. 
Would likely need a new standard, though notoriously difficult to develop.  

h. Sarah Brown: Suggest requesting the national pest mgmt. specialist join the call. Lindsay 
is not on the technical side, so having the specialist join the convo would be helpful.  

i. Agree with Rex that the standard is more risk mitigation. We’ve developed a 
document on practices that support pest mgmt. in organic systems in 
collaboration with NRCS because that info is not in 595.  

ii. Other people to consider inviting to the conversation: Guilio Ferruzzi, Norm 
Widman, Terrell Erickson.  

4. Member Updates 
a. Natalie Kaner is working with Jaime Pinero to publicize the OIPM fact sheet in the 

eOrganic newsletter.  
b. Grace Gershuny: Attended Organic Confluences Summit in D.C. a few weeks ago, 

sponsored by The Organic Center. A number of sessions that were interesting, 
particularly on pollinator health and biodiversity. Will send the group the link to access 
presentations on the Organic Center website.  

i. https://www.organic-center.org/programs/organic-confluences/ 
c. Fred Kirschenmann: Cornell University has been working on a comprehensive 

assessment of soil health manual. Can get the recently published third edition online. 
One of the most complete scientifically grounded docs on soil health that I have ever 
seen.  

i. http://soilhealth.cals.cornell.edu/training-manual/  
d. Tom Green: Suggest a Pesticide Risk Tool demonstration on a future call. The tool looks 

at pesticide risk across different concerns (e.g., earthworms, fish, pollinators, etc.). User 
puts in pesticide and gets outputs on the probability of harm for that chemical, rate and 
application method.  

 
Action Items:  

1. Tom Green and Brian Baker will follow up with Ed Lewis on the special issue of the journal 
Biological Control.  

2. Natalie Kaner will incorporate feedback on priority list updates, sends out updated version with 
review instructions to group. 

3. Group members will review and provide feedback on priority list wording changes, additions, 
deletions, etc. and send to Natalie by the 22st of June.  

4. Tom Green, Paul Wolfe, Karen McSwain, Rex Dufour and Sarah Brown (with assistance from 
Natalie Kaner) will connect with the NSAC group and NRCS to discuss the recommendations in 
the white paper and strategies for increasing IPM in the 595 practice standard.   
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