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1. Chris, Sarah Oregon Tilth 
2. Center for Small Farms and Community Food Systems 
3. This research 

a. Part of formal partnership between Oregon Tilth and OSU 
b. Oregon Tilth also has a relationship with USDA-NRCS 
c. Oregon Tilth—leading nonprofit organic certifier, org ag, cert, conservation, social 

equity, marketplace 
4. Industry growth in organic 
5. Lag in growth in US certified organic production 
6. Surveyed farmers and ranchers with EQIP-OI contracts between 2010-2015: national 

a. Range of cropping systems and production types 
b. “transitional” participants 
c. Motivations, obstacles, resources, support 

7. Beginning farmers and ranchers (<10 yrs), 20+ years; most were middle-aged  
a. Trends of smaller vegetable operations with beginning farmers, don’t know if this 

is the typical profile of EQIP users 
8. Motivations to transition  

a. Values based—more than market/profit, varied widely among four groups of 
farmers 

b. Market/profit 
9. Obstacles to transition 

a. Rate major, minor, or not obstacles—40% or higher=trend 
b. This data can tell us a lot about how to best approach the various groups 

(organic, split, transitioning, not pursuing) 
c. Variations in this data by crop group? In the process of doing this, putting out 

information in two phases 
i. Crop type 
ii. Qualitative data 

d. Variations in this data by region? Cultural obstacles (e.g., peer pressure)?  
i. Did not ask these questions due to space constraints 

10. Resources (solicited top five) 
a. Financial planning tools for transitioning to organic 

11. Recommendations 



a. Outreach 
i. Value-based approach to appeal to wider audience of farmers 
ii. Targeted outreach to specific groups for greater success 
iii. Special needs of transitioning farmers (difference in resources) 
iv. Individualized, in-person support is desired 

b. Technical assistance and research: 
i. More effective weed and other pest mgmt. strategies 
ii. Relationship between yield and successful transition—not seen as an 

obstacle (further research) 
c.  Infrastructure and policy 

i. Regional handling infrastructure 
ii. Evaluate transitional certification program 
iii. Cost-share program  

12. Questions/Discussion 
a. No longer pursuing organic farming (not certification)—challenge of survey 

research is getting this information 
b. 1600 number was the entire EQIP-OI population? That had identified themselves 

at time of signing up as “transitioning”. Some had moved through to 100% 
certification, some did not 

i. Only represents half population that use EQIP-OI, others identified as 
certified organic 

c. Does the report break this down regionally? No, decided not to ask that.  
d. Other policy ideas generated from this data? Broader farm policy topics to 

include in Farm Bill? Likely to be some in the qualitative data.  
i. Small number of participants in EQIP-OI—money has gone unused since 

initiation, amount has decreased   
1. NSAC has looked at this—payment limit is one reason for lower 

participation 
2. Possible that larger farms may have opted to use regular EQIP 

because of larger pay out  
ii. Similar to numbers in IPM incentives 

e. Weed mgmt. obstacle very prominent 
i. Including certified organic farmers 
ii. Could be very related to type of crop producing  

f. Everyone wants more information—biggest obstacle 
g. Organic approved pesticide options (few options for weed mgmt. vs. pest mgmt.) 

i. How many of split/not pursuing are doing input-substitution approach vs. 
systemic approach 

ii. 100% certified didn’t think cost of inputs were a big obstacle, but were a 
bigger obstacle to other groups 

h. Demographic of “not pursuing” farmers—very experienced, older than other 
farmers, more livestock produced than in other groups, smaller acreages 

i. Different tracts we can take to help better support farmers 


